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be removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 2750,
the NASA and JPL 50th Anniversary
Commemorative Coin Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

———

PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE TO FILE REPORT
ON H.R. 2419, FARM, NUTRITION,
AND BIOENERGY ACT OF 2007

Mr. PETERSON. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture be permitted to
have until midnight tonight, July 23,
2007, to file a report on H.R. 2419, the
Farm, Nutrition, and Bioenergy Act of
2007.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

——————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 2720

Mr. ROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that my name
be removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 2720.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, I
was unavoidably detained on the vote
on passage of H.R. 404. Had I been
present on rollcall vote No. 687, I would
have voted ‘“‘aye.”

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. OLVER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3074,
and that I may include tabular mate-
rial on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

———

PERMISSION TO REDUCE TIME
FOR ELECTRONIC VOTING DUR-
ING CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 3074

Mr. OLVER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that, during con-
sideration of H.R. 3074 pursuant to
House Resolution 558, the Chair may
reduce to 2 minutes the minimum time
for electronic voting under clause 6 of
rule XVIII and clauses 8 and 9 of rule
XX.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.
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TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2008
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 558 and rule

XVIII, the Chair declares the House in

the Committee of the Whole House on

the State of the Union for the consider-

ation of the bill, H.R. 3074.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3074)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Transportation, and Housing
and Urban Development, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2008, and for other purposes,
with Ms. BALDWIN in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered read the
first time.

The gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. OLVER) and the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. KNOLLENBERG) each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

Mr. OLVER. Madam Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Chairman, I'm pleased to
present to the House the fiscal year
2008 Transportation and Housing and
Urban Development appropriations
bill.

I thank Members for their input and
work on this bill. I especially recognize
the important contributions of my
ranking member Mr. KNOLLENBERG in
putting this bill together. As former
chairman of this subcommittee, he had
numerous valuable insights that make
the bill and report stronger, and I have
appreciated his advice and counsel dur-
ing this process.

I also thank the chairman of the Ap-
propriations Committee Mr. OBEY and
the ranking member of the full com-
mittee Mr. LEWIS for their support.

I must also recognize the hard work
of the staff on both the majority and
minority side. Kate Hallahan, Cheryle
Tucker, David Napoliello, Laura Hogs-
head, Alex Gillen, Mark Fedor and Bob
Letteney with the majority staff, and
Dena Baron, David Gibbons and Jeff
Goff with the minority have spent
many late nights putting this bill to-
gether, and we would not be here today
without their great dedication.

This is a bipartisan and fiscally re-
sponsible bill. Indeed, this bill should
not be partisan because a broad con-
sensus affirming the great needs for
transportation infrastructure invest-
ments and for affordable housing exists
countrywide.

The bill provides $50.7 billion in dis-
cretionary funding for transportation
and housing programs, and is within
the subcommittee’s 302(b) allocation.

Nonetheless, due to current budg-
etary constraints, the subcommittee
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was forced to either flat-fund or reduce
numerous programs. Furthermore,
there are no major expansions of exist-
ing programs and only a handful of new
initiatives.

Our first hearings this year sought a
broad assessment of the future chal-
lenges this country faces in transpor-
tation and housing. Not surprisingly,
our hearings showed that there’s a
great and growing need for transpor-
tation infrastructure and affordable
housing, particularly in metro areas
experiencing explosive growth, such as
Atlanta, Dallas, Phoenix and Las
Vegas; but also in older metropolitan
areas such as Boston, New York, Cleve-
land and Pittsburgh, whose infrastruc-
ture is aging and in need of extensive
repair; and even in rural communities
and counties suffering from a loss of
population and disinvestment in both
housing and transportation.

To meet these challenges we have re-
stored the President’s deepest cuts and
have continued important investments
in transportation and housing started
by my predecessors. In short, we’ve
tried to make our core programs whole
and function better, rather than start a
lot of new initiatives.

With regard to transportation, our
bill fully funds the highway and transit
guarantees contained in the current
transportation authorization bill
known as SAFETEA-LU.

The bill contains $40.2 billion for
highways, which is $631 million over
the President’s request; and $9.7 billion
for transit investments, $334 million
over the President’s request.

Adequate investments in our high-
ways and transit systems are critical
to the economic and social future of
our country. Vehicle miles traveled on
our Nation’s roads have doubled since
1980.

While we have fully funded the high-
way guarantees this year, I must warn
my colleagues about the future sol-
vency of the Highway Trust Fund. The
Office of Management and Budget re-
cently estimated that by the end of the
fiscal year 2009, the Highway Trust
Fund will have a $4 billion deficit. This
deficit is far greater than any other
previous projection and will inhibit our
ability to fully fund the highway guar-
antees in the future without additional
transportation revenues which must be
provided through the authorization
process.

Our bill also continues to make crit-
ical investments in aviation. In 1995,
our aviation system handled 545 mil-
lion passengers, but that system must
handle 1 billion passengers by 2015. We
must provide adequate infrastructure
to deal with that growth.

Our bill includes $3.6 billion for the
Airport Improvement Program, restor-
ing the President’s $7656 million cut,
and adding $85 million above fiscal
year 2007. The bill restores funding for
the Essential Air Service Program so
that no existing service will be lost.
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